St Theresa’s Catholic Primary School

Progression in Celebration of the Word
There is no set length for a Celebration of the Word. The length, structure and level of participation should be appropriate to the age, experience, needs and capacity of the pupils. As pupils progress through school, we expect to see increasing confidence, understanding, participation, contribution and appropriate independence.
	
	Nursery
	Reception
	Years 1–2
	Years 3–4
	Years 5–6

	Progression
	Experience
	Experience & join in
	Join in & begin to contribute
	Contribute & prepare with others
	Make informed choices & evaluate

	GATHER
	Experience gathering for prayer. Begin to become still and recognise the cross, candle and Bible. Begin to join the Sign of the Cross.
	Gather with increasing calm and reverence. Join familiar prayers, responses and gestures.
	Participate confidently in familiar prayers, responses and songs. Help prepare the sacred space and begin to welcome others.
	Contribute to the gathering through welcome, prayer, music, symbol or gesture. Make appropriate choices with guidance.
	Help prepare a purposeful gathering. Make informed choices about appropriate prayer, music, symbols and actions.

	WORD / LISTEN
	Hear very short, accessible Scripture and Bible stories. Begin to recognise the Bible as a special book.
	Listen to short Scripture and recognise the Bible as containing God's Word. Begin to talk about its simple message.


	Listen attentively. Begin to proclaim short passages and talk about what God's Word means.
	Proclaim Scripture with increasing confidence and reverence. Reflect on its message and begin to explain why it was chosen.
	Proclaim Scripture confidently and reverently. With guidance, select appropriate Scripture and explain how it connects with the celebration.



	RESPOND
	Join simple prayers, songs, actions and responses. Experience brief moments of silence.
	Join prayer, singing, actions and short periods of sacred silence. Begin to offer simple prayers.
	Participate in traditional and spontaneous prayer, singing, silence and reflection. Contribute simple prayers.
	Suggest and help prepare meaningful responses to Scripture. Lead prayer and experience a growing variety of Catholic prayer traditions.
	Make informed choices about ways to respond to God's Word. Prepare and facilitate prayer, reflection, silence and music with increasing independence.

	SEND / MISSION
	Hear a simple message such as being kind, helping or sharing.
	Talk about a simple way to live out what has been heard.
	Identify a simple action they can take following prayer.
	Suggest ways Scripture can be lived out at home, school, parish or in the wider community.
	Develop meaningful missions that flow from Scripture and connect prayer with Christian life, our school Mission and CST where appropriate.

	PREPARATION & MINISTRY
	With adult support, place a candle, Bible, cross or symbol. Make a simple choice from options offered.
	Help prepare the prayer space and undertake simple roles with adult support.
	Undertake simple ministries such as welcoming, carrying symbols, reading prayers or preparing the sacred space.
	Take a wider range of ministries and contribute ideas to preparation. Begin to explain why choices have been made.
	Work collaboratively to prepare coherent celebrations. Undertake ministries confidently and explain the reasons for choices made.

	REFLECT & EVALUATE
	Begin to answer simple questions such as What did we hear? Who did we pray for?
	Talk about what they heard, prayed about or might do afterwards.
	Say what they remembered, thought about or experienced during prayer.
	Explain how different elements helped them to pray and suggest ways a future celebration could develop.
	Reflect thoughtfully on the quality and impact of prayer and use this reflection to help prepare future celebrations.



The Journey Through School
Experience → Join in → Contribute → Prepare with others → Make informed choices → Reflect and evaluate
Important
Progression does not mean that Celebrations of the Word must become longer or more elaborate as children get older.
It does not mean that every child needs a speaking role or that older pupils must lead everything independently. Listening, sacred silence, singing, responding and praying are all meaningful forms of participation.
Adults continue to have an important role in modelling, guiding and forming pupils in prayer throughout the school.
Our Aim
By the time children leave St Theresa’s, we want them to be confident and prayerful participants who increasingly:
· recognise Scripture as central to Celebration of the Word;
· understand Catholic prayers, signs, symbols and gestures;
· value sacred silence and reflection;
· participate fully and appropriately;
· undertake appropriate liturgical ministries;
· make increasingly informed choices;
· connect God's Word with how they live;
· reflect on and evaluate their experiences of prayer and liturgy.
The aim is not independence for its own sake but increasing understanding and meaningful participation in the prayer and liturgical life of the Catholic community.
Putting the Progression into Practice
Each class will begin the week with an uncluttered prayer focus. During Monday's Celebration of the Word, the prayer focus will be prepared with the children. The level of pupil choice and explanation will follow the progression set out in this document. Adults remain responsible for ensuring that the liturgical colour, sacred objects and symbols are appropriate and used meaningfully.
Preparing the Weekly Prayer Focus
•  Identify and place the cloth for the current liturgical season.
•  Bring forward the Bible, candle and cross or crucifix with reverence.
•  Choose one additional symbol that connects clearly with the Scripture or weekly theme.
•  Explain the meaning of the objects and symbols at an age-appropriate level.
•  Keep the focus simple and purposeful. It should support prayer rather than become a display activity.

Symbol resources. Each class will have access to a small box of suitable objects or image cards. Each symbol should include a short explanation for staff and pupils. Examples may include a dove or olive branch for peace, a heart for love, open hands for welcome or service, water for Baptism and new life, seeds for growth, a globe for care of creation, rosary beads for Mary and prayer, and helping hands for service and participation. Usually, one additional theme symbol is sufficient.
Progression in Choosing and Explaining Symbols
	Phase
	Expected participation

	Nursery
	The adult selects and names the objects. Children may carry or place one familiar object with support.

	Reception
	The adult offers two suitable choices. Children choose or place a symbol and repeat or contribute a simple explanation.

	Years 1-2
	Children choose between two appropriate symbols and begin to explain what the chosen symbol represents, using a sentence stem if needed.

	Years 3-4
	Children choose from a small selection of suitable symbols and explain how their choice connects with the Scripture or weekly theme.

	Years 5-6
	Children increasingly suggest and select appropriate symbols, explain their scriptural or liturgical meaning and help prepare the focus with greater independence.



The progression is flexible. At the beginning of a school year, or where pupils need additional support, adults may model choices or offer fewer options before gradually increasing pupil responsibility.
Liturgical Colour Guidance
	Colour
	When it is used
	Child-friendly meaning

	Green
	Ordinary Time
	We are growing as followers of Jesus.

	Purple
	Advent and Lent
	We are preparing, waiting and changing our hearts.

	White or gold
	Christmas, Easter and important celebrations
	We celebrate joy, new life and the glory of God.

	Red
	Pentecost, Palm Sunday, Good Friday and celebrations of martyrs
	We remember the Holy Spirit, courage, sacrifice and love.

	Rose
	Sometimes used on the third Sunday of Advent and fourth Sunday of Lent
	We pause to rejoice because the celebration is drawing nearer.



The teacher should guide and confirm the liturgical colour so that the preparation remains prayerful and the Church's season is represented accurately.
Reflection at the End of Celebration of the Word
Teachers should choose one short, age-appropriate question and allow a brief period of sacred silence before inviting a small number of responses. The question should help pupils reflect on God's Word and its meaning for their lives; it should not turn the celebration into a lesson or lengthy discussion.

	Questions about Scripture and mission
	Questions about the experience of prayer

	What word or message stayed with you?
	Who might need our prayers today?

	What did you hear God saying to us?
	What small act of love could you do?

	What did Jesus teach us today?
	How could today's prayer make a difference to what you do?

	How did the Scripture make you feel?
	Which symbol helped you think about the theme?

	What might God be asking us to do?
	What helped you to pray today?

	How could we live out this message in our class?
	What will you remember from today's prayer?



Helpful Sentence Stems
•  We have chosen the ... because it reminds us of ...
•  This symbol connects to today's Scripture because ...
•  When we look at the ..., it helps us to think about ...
[image: ]“To do the little things well and to do them with love.”
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